ION 



1VT 4fc WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANHHC 
A V^JL International Bureau 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISH^P UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCI) 



(51) International Patent Classification 5 
A47G 1/20 



Al 



(11) International Publication Number: WO 91/18541 

(43) International Publication Date : 12 December 1991 (12. 12.9 1) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/GB91/00923 

(22) International Filing Date: 7 June 1991 (07.06.91) 



(30) Priority data: 
9012711.9 



7 June 1990 (07.06.90) 



GB 



(71X72) Applicant and Inventor: SNOWDON, Clifford, John 
[GB/GB]; 27 Perry Street, Wendover, Aylesbury, Buck- 
inghamshire HP22 6JT (GB). 

(74) Agent: CRASKE, Stephen, Allan; Craske & Co., 1 South- 
ernhay West, Exeter EX1 1JG (GB). 



(81) Designated States: AT (European patent), AU, BE (Euro- 
pean patent), CA, CH (European patent), DE (European 
patent), DK (European patent), ES (European patent), 
FI, FR (European patent), GB, GB (European patent), 
GR (European patent), IT (European patent), JP, LU 
(European patent), NL (European patent), NO, SE (Eu- 
ropean patent), US. 



Published 

With international search report. 

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the 

claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of 

amendments. 



(54) Title: DEVICE FOR POSITIONING A PICTURE HOOK ON A WALL 



(57) Abstract 

A device for positioning a picture hook (8) or si- 
milar item on a wall comprises a planar support mem- 
ber (2) in the form of a triangular frame secured to a 
cranked handle (3). The frame (2) includes a top mem- 
ber (4) onto which the picture hook (8) can be threaded. 
A picture (9) or like article is then suspended from the 
hook (8) and by moving the device by means of the han- 
dle (3) the picture can be positioned on a wail. The pic- 
ture is removed from the hook (8), which is still held in 
position by means of the handle (3), and the hook is 
then secured to the wall in the required position. 
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DEVICE FOR POSITIONING A 
PICTURE HOOK ON A WALL 



TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a device for positioning a 
hanger such as a picture hook on a wall for hanging 
pictures, maps, mirrors and similar articles. 

BACKGROUND 

When hanging a picture, for example, on a wall, the 
precise location of the hook from which the picture 
will be suspended is difficult to determine since the 
location is masked by the picture itself. One method 
of determining a suitable location for the hook 
involves measuring the picture and judging where the 
hook should be positioned taking into account factors 
such as the length and elasticity of the cord by which 
the picture is to hang. However, such a method is time 
consuming and inaccuracies in calculation of the 
position are easily introduced. 

WO-A-8000785 describes a method and apparatus for 
positioning hanging devices on a wall whereby a strip 
is detachably adhered to the article to be hung on the 
wall. Once the article has been positioned 

satisfactorily, the strip is then also detachably 
adhered to the wall. Thereafter, the article is 
detached from the strip so that the strip remains on 
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IV 1 " ' SUUabU »««t«o» for the hook or other 
on the wan. „ owever _ t 

described ,„ that document would not be effective f 

he article to be hung „ as substantia, in s Z e P 

e„ht due to the fact that the adhesive 

"r p provides only partia, bonding. All0 , s J"l 
v,ce a yon , y reasonab , ybe ussd ^ ^ to 

of adhesion which would occur in repeated use. ,„ 
addition when actual,, positioning the artiOe, the 
erson olding the artiCe ma, easily obscure anothe ' 
v w of the artiCe and so make it difficu , t t0 
determine a suitable position. 

The present invention seeks t, provide an improved 
device for positioning a hanger on a wall which is both 
si.pl. and effective to use and which overco.es the 
above-identified problems. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention proposes a device for positioning 

u.oort °" k Wa "' C ° mPn ' SlnS 3 "Mt-ntl.ll, planar 
support member provided with holding means for 
engagement with the hanger, and an elongate handle 
nnected to the support member, the arrangement bein 
uch that, ,„ „se, the handle can project beyond the 
dary of an article suspended from the hanger s 
that the device can be held thereby with the support 
■»b.r adjacent and parallel to a wall ,„ , 0 rde r t 
position the hanger and the article suspended therefrom 
relative to the wall. 
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The invention further provides a method of positioning 
a hanger on a wall comprising the steps of: attaching a 
hanger to a support member having a projecting handle; 
suspending an article from the hanger so that the 
handle projects beyond a boundary of the article; 
determining a suitable position for the article on a 
wall by movement of the handle and thereby the support 
member, the hanger and the article; removing the 
article from the hanger whilst holding the handle in a 
fixed position relative to the wall; and determining 
the position on the wall of the hanger. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is exemplified in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is an elevational view of a first 
embodiment of the invention, 

Figure 2 is an enlarged view of part of the 
support means of Fig. 1, 

Figure 3 is an elevational view of a second 
embodiment of the invention, 

Figure 4 is an enlarged side view of part of 
the support means of Fig. 3 as viewed from 
the left, 

Figures 5a and 5b are elevational views of a 
third embodiment of the invention, 
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Inures 6a and Sh are elevational views of a 
fourth embodiment of the invention, 

fjoures 7 and B are elevational views of 
fifth and sixth embodiments of the invention 
respectively, and 

£l2!£re_i Is a plan view of the embodiment of 
Fig. 8. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

With reference to Fig. ,, the illustrated device for 
posmonin, a picture hook on a wall includes a 
substantially planar support member 2 and an elongate 
handle 3. The support member 2 i s i„ the form of a 
triangular frame and includes holding means in the form 
of an elongate upper frame member 4 disposed 
transversely of the handle 3, and two side frame 
"embers 5 which join the upper frame member 4 to one 
end of the handle 3. The handle 3 is of cranked shape 
"d, at ns free end, includes a grip portion 3a which 
Projects out of the plane of the frame so that the grip 
port, on can be gripped in the hand to allow the frame 2 
to be held adjacent and parallel to , wall. The handle 

LI- ° f / Uffic1ent 1e "9th to project beyond the 
boundary of , p,anar article, e.g. a picture, which is 
to be hung. I„ addition, the body of the user need not 
obscure another's view of the article as it is being 
Positioned with the device. One of the side frar* 
«mbers 5 is permanently secured to the adjacent end of 
the upper frame member 4, but the other side frame 
"ember 5 has an eye 6 through which an end 7 of the 
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upper frame member 4 passes. The end 7 is kinked to 
form a detent which engages the eye 6 to avoid 
inadvertent detachment of the respective frame members, 
but the frame 2 is sufficiently resilient to allow 
insertion and disengagement of the detent 7 from the 
eye 6. 

In Fig. 1, a picture hook 8 of known form is attached 
to the upper frame member 4 by insertion of the upper 
frame member through a loop (not shown) on the picture 
hook. Stop means in the from of flanges or projections 
(not shown) may be provided on the upper frame member 4 
to engage the picture hook 8 and so hold it in position 
on the upper frame member. These flanges or 
projections may be fixed, in which case they must be 
sufficiently small or resilient to allow the loop of 
the picture hook 8 to pass over them when the picture 
hook is being attached to or removed from the frame 2. 
Alternatively, the flanges or projections may be 
movable on the upper frame member 4, in which case they 
may be frictionally engaged with the upper frame member 
or means for holding the flanges or projections either 
side of the picture hook 8 may be provided in the form 
of clips or pegs and holes in the upper frame member. 

A picture 9 is shown hanging from the picture hook 8 in 
Fig. 1, The picture 9- is hung from a cord 10 which is 
secured at each end to the frame 11 of the picture. 

In use, the frame 2 is opened to allow the picture hook 
8 to be attached to the upper frame member 4, and the 
picture hook is threaded onto the upper frame member 
with the upper frame member passing through the loop of 
the picture hook. The frame 2 is then closed and the 
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picture 9 is hung by the cord in ... ,. 

holding th« • " Mri 10 »» 'He took 8. Whilst 

hold.ng the grip portion 3. of the handle 3 the user 
-.» -». the picture against the wall to det mine . 

stable location has been determined the picture 9 is 
remo d from the hook 8 whilst holding the tr g , 

8 U te^.r 50 ' th6handU3 - Th ^'«ure 
nook 8 , s then affixed to the wall by any suitable 
means The picture hook can eithe be 

held by the frame 2, or the position of the picture 

can be marked on the wal, whilst 1t is held 
f me using . P e„ C i, or other suitable means. The 
ct re hook 8 is then removed from the frame 2 and 

9 can then be hung from the picture hook. 

It .111 be appreciated that the support member 2 need 
o necessarily be triangular but may be of anv shape 
wh,ch ,s sufficiently rigid to support even Urge or 
eavy articles such as mirrors which may be hung „ 
milar manner using the device. ,„ addition, more 
than one picture hook may be held by the upper frame 
■«b.r 4, depending upon the number of p, c „r= h 
required to hang the article. ,„ this case a gr 

-b.r of flanges or projections would be provided 
the upper frame member 4. Picture hooks and othe 

m!:;: d o i r ous shapes and ^ ■>» ■». . » 

that , h h S " PPOrt me " Der - " Win be ^Preciated 
ocated ah " e US6d WUh the 9ri > «"•»•" 3a 

an , * ° r De '°" thS anicU be1 "' none. The 
e 3 may be telescopic, or alternative v, the 
handle may be detachable from the frame 2 so that a 
variety of handles of different lengths may be 
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Fig. 3 shows an alternative form of support member 12. 
This support member 12 is in the form of a U-shaped 
frame secured to a depending handle 3 of the kind 
described above. A resilient cross bar 13 is securely 
attached at one end (the right hand end as shown) to 
one of the upright arms of the support member 12, and 
at its other end engages a groove 14 (see detail of 
Fig. 4) provided in the top edge of the other upright 
arm of the support member. 

It will be appreciated that a picture hook or other 
hanger can be attached to the cross bar 13 in a similar 
manner to that described above, and that flanges or 
projections to hold the picture hook may similarly be 
provided. The device is used to position an article on 
a wall, as previously described. 

With reference to Fig.s 5a and 5b, the support member 2 
of Fig. 1 is shown with an alternative means of opening 
and closing. In this case the upper frame member is 
divided to form two aligned inwardly directed fingers 
4a and 4b, and has spaced pro jecti ons- 1 5 located either 
side of the division. The frame 2 is sufficiently 
resilient that the two parts 4a and 4b of the upper 
frame member 4 can be pulled away from one another so 
as to allow the introduction of a picture hook 8 or 
similar hanger into the gap. The picture hook is then 
held in position by the ends of the fingers which 
engage in the loop of the picture hook. The 
projections 15 prevent the picture hook 8 from moving 
away from its central position. Otherwise, the device 
is used in a similar manner to that described in 
rel ati on to Fig. 1 . 
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Fig.s 6a and 6b show a 

the two side fr... ^bers of l00p " s ™°* 

fat the fi„ gers 4a a „ d 4b th * '"'V * t0 6nsure 

^sengage fro* th . picture ^ d fl ° ° 0t 'na<, vertently 

hook 8 is mounted on the fingers t'-. T P,CtUre 

rr eto thet *° 

wit; f nBard,y - The en3a — - " 

one of the S1 de frame members. 

to form an elongate handle 23. a nart of thA 

- . i , :vir po ;r ate may be he,d " 

any sult.hi* f UPP ° rt plate 22 includes 

easablv h ° ldl * n9 m63nS (not sho -> for 

releasably engaging a picture hook 8 or the m« I 

'« 8 and 9 a further for* 0 f device for 

ZTT a picture on 3 15 ^ « .» 

ch h bT SUbStantian ' "PPo« member 

to for! 3 ? ," e 3 rr/t 3 t 8 he at ot°h ne ^ U 

mean, « • • ° ther end - ™e holding 

t i V" "J f ° rm ° f 3 meeting p 

an be attached, a number of such pins of different 
»«« >*.ng provided for use with different si7e s or 
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numbers of picture hooks. Each pin can again be 
provided with flanges or projections for retaining the 
picture hooks thereon. The handle 3 includes a grip 
33b which projects perpendicularly from the plane of 
the handle 33. Alternatively the handle 33 may be of 
the cranked form described above. The device is used 
as already described. 

In each of the embodiments the handle may be telescopic 
or. detachable from the support member so that handles 
of different lengths may be used. The picture hook 
could also be permanently attached to the support 
member so that once its position on the wall has been 
determined and marked a similar picture hook is 
actually secured to the wall. 



10 



CLAIMS 



!».ri,f 1 " P0siti0nin 9 * ^nger on a wan, 

,p S1 ng a substantially planar support member (2; 

12, 22; 32) provided with holding means (4; 13; 38) for 

engagement with the hanger, and an elongate handle (3; 

23; 33) connected to the support member, the 
rangement being such that, in use, the handle can 

r Tt h 6y0nd b ° Undary ° f an article sanded 

from the hanger so that the device can be held thereby 

with the support member adjacent and parallel to a wall 
m order to position the hanger and the article 
suspended therefrom relative to the wall. 

2. A device according to Claim 1, in which the 

holding means comprises an elongate member (4- 13- 38) 

onto which a hanger having a loop may be threaded, a 

first end of the elongate member being connected to the 

support member and a second pnrf nf +h ■, 

- iecona end of the elongate member 

being free. 

3. A device according to Claim 2, in which the 
second end of the elongate member (4; 13) is detachably 
engageable with a respective portion (6; 14) of the 
support member. 

4 - A device according to Claim 3, in which the 

support member is provided with an eye (6) and the 
support member is sufficiently resilient to allow the 
second end of the elongate member (4) to be inserted 
into and removed from the eye. 
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5. A device according to Claim 3, in which the 
support member is provided with a groove (14) for 
engagement with the second end of the elongate member 
(4). 

6. A device according to Claim 2, in which the 
holding means comprises a pair of opposed inwardly 
directjed elongate members (4a, 4b) having free ends 
onto which a hanger having a loop may be threaded, 
first ends. of both elongate members being connected to 
respective portions of the support member, and the 
support member being sufficiently resilient to allow 
lateral displacement of the two memjbers (4a, 4b) 
relative to one another so as to allow "introduction of 
the hanger between the free ends of the two members. 

7. A device according to Claim 6, including 
means (16) for holding the two elongate members in 
engagement with the hanger. 

8. A device according to Claim 1, in which- the 
holding means is provided with stop means (15) for 
retaining the hanger in position relative thereto. 

9. A device according to Claim 1, in which the 
handle includes a grip portion (3b; 33b) which projects 
out of the plane of the support member (2; 32). 

10. A device according to Claim 1, in which the 
handle (3) is detachable from the support member and 
different handles of differing lengths are engageable 
with the support member. 

11. A device according to Claim - 1 , in which the 
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handle (3) is telescopic. 

IL," • * r th ° d ° f posit1o " , "9 • "anger on a wall 
comprising the steps of: attaching , hanger (8) to a 
support member (2; 12; „. 32) „„ ; ' « 

handle (3 ; 23; 33, ; suspending an article (9 

nger so that the handle projects beyond a boundary of 
the , rt , eIi . determining a suitable position for the 
article on a .all by movement of the handle and thereby 
the support member, the hanger and the article- 
removing ths 1Pt)el , fr „ the hanger whnst ^ • 

handle ,n a fixed position relative to the wall; and 
determines the position on the wall of the hanger 
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